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the taxpayers, meaning private fund-
raising, not taxpayer dollars, will be
used. We had hoped to have the final
plaque in place for the 75th anniver-
sary. In the meantime, in 2019, we were
able to have a temporary plaque in
place with the words of the prayer at
the permanent location for the perma-
nent plaque, which is at the Circle of
Remembrance, next to the World War
IT Memorial.

If you are on The Mall and you are
coming from the Capitol, it will be on
your right. It is north of the World War
IT Memorial but right next to it. In this
very beautiful place, the Circle of Re-
membrance—a good place to sit and re-
flect—you will see, right now, the
plaque is there, and you can read the
prayer. The permanent plaque will be
even bigger and will allow even more
people to have access to it. I encourage
people to go see that plaque. By the
way, I think it is the only prayer on
display on our National Mall.

The temporary plaque, by the way,
was generously donated by the Friends
of the National World War II Memorial.
We are very hopeful that the perma-
nent plaque will be placed at the circle
next year. I want to thank the Lilly
Endowment for its generous support of
this project, by the way. Last October,
it provided a $2 million grant for the
construction and installation of the
permanent plaque. This committed fi-
nancial support will be critical to fi-
nally bringing the project across the
line.

The fact that a prayer was offered
that day by our Commander in Chief is
historic in and of itself, but it is the
content of the prayer that makes it so
worthy of remembrance. I would now
like to read this World War II D-day
Prayer, if I may.

My fellow Americans [FDR began]: Last
night, when I spoke with you about the fall
of Rome, I knew at that moment that troops
of the United States and our allies were
crossing the Channel in another and greater
operation. It has come to pass with success
thus far.

And so, in this poignant hour, I ask you to
join with me in prayer:

Almighty God: Our sons, pride of our Na-
tion, this day have set upon a mighty en-
deavor, a struggle to preserve our Republic,
our religion, and our civilization, and to set
free a suffering humanity.

Lead them straight and true; give strength
to their arms, stoutness to their hearts,
steadfastness in their faith.

They will need Thy blessings. Their road
will be long and hard, for the enemy is
strong. He may hurl back our forces. Success
may not come with rushing speed, but we
shall return again and again; and we know
that by Thy grace, and by the righteousness
of our cause, our sons will [prevail].

They will be sore tried, by night and by
day, without rest—until the victory is won.
The darkness will be rent by noise and flame.
Men’s souls will be shaken with the violences
of war.

For these men are lately drawn from the
ways of peace. They fight not for the lust of
conquest. They fight to end conquest. They
fight to liberate. They fight to let justice
arise, and tolerance and good will among all
Thy people. They yearn but for the end of
battle, for their return to the haven of home.
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Some will never return. Embrace these,
Father, and receive them, Thy heroic serv-
ants, into Thy kingdom.

And for us at home—fathers, mothers, chil-
dren, wives, sisters, and brothers of brave
men overseas—whose thoughts and prayers
are ever with them—help us, Almighty God,
to rededicate ourselves in renewed faith in
Thee in this hour of great sacrifice.

Many people have urged that I call the Na-
tion into a single day of special prayer. But
because the road is long and the desire is
great, I ask that our people devote them-
selves in a continuance of prayer. As we rise
to each new day, and again when each day is
spent, let words of prayer be on our lips, in-
voking Thy help to our efforts.

Give us strength, too—strength in our
daily tasks, to redouble the contributions we
make in the physical and the material sup-
port of our armed forces.

And let our hearts be stout, to wait out the
long travail, to bear sorrows that may come,
to impart our courage unto our sons
wheresoever they may be.

And, O Lord, give us Faith. Give us Faith
in Thee; Faith in our sons; Faith in each
other; Faith in our united crusade. Let not
the keenness of our spirit ever be dulled. Let
not the impacts of temporary events, of tem-
poral matters of but fleeting moment let not
these deter us in our unconquerable purpose.

With Thy blessing, we shall prevail over
the unholy forces of our enemy. Help us to
conquer the apostles of greed and racial
arrogancies. Lead us to the saving of our
country, and with our sister Nations into a
world unity that will spell a sure peace a
peace invulnerable to the schemings of un-
worthy men. And a peace that will let all of
men live in freedom, reaping the just re-
wards of their honest toil.

Thy will be done, Almighty God.

Amen.

A powerful prayer. I love the part
about they come not to conquer; they
come to liberate. The same can be said
for our Armed Forces throughout the
ages.

I look forward to seeing these words
of prayer permanently displayed on the
National Mall to help us memorialize
such a noble day we must never forget.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

CONFIRMATION OF ERIC S.
LANDER

Mr. LEE. Madam President, per an
agreement that was reached with my
colleagues, Dr. Eric Lander, the Presi-
dent’s nominee for the Director of the
Office of Science and Technology Pol-
icy was not subject to a rollcall vote on
the Senate floor, but was instead con-
sidered under a voice vote.
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I would like to be on the record that
I am opposed to the nomination of Dr.
Lander. As OSTP Director, Dr. Lander
will advise the President and the ad-
ministration on all the scientific, tech-
nological, and engineering aspects of
Federal policy, including Federal re-
search. Dr. Lander should receive even
further scrutiny for this position after
President Biden has chosen to elevate
the Director of the OSTP to a Cabinet-
level position.

This nomination comes at a critical
time as the Senate seeks to pass the
Endless Frontier Act, which would in-
crease Federal scientific research and
development funding—imprudently in
my opinion—by over $100 billion. As I
have weighed the nomination of Dr.
Lander both in the Senate Commerce
Committee and in the weeks leading up
to his consideration by the full Senate,
Dr. Lander has failed to provide the
guarantees that he supports appro-
priate guardrails around federally
funded research, including protections
for unborn life through the prohibition
of experimenting with aborted fetal
tissue, embryonic stem cells, or live
embryos.

With the consideration of the Endless
Frontier Act and the greater role that
OSTP will take in directing the direc-
tion of our Federal research and devel-
opment, I am very concerned that Dr.
Lander has not assured me that he will
put in place protections for the unborn
or institute appropriate ethical guard-
rails to protect such life.

For these reasons, I opposed the nom-
ination of Dr. Lander.

———

TRIBUTE TO BRIGADIER GENERAL
NEIL R. RICHARDSON

Mr. INHOFE. Madam President,
today I honor a servant leader, liaison,
and combat warrior. After 2 years of
service as Director of the Air Force
Senate Liaison Office, Brig. Gen. Neil
Richardson is deservedly moving on
and assuming the responsibilities of
Deputy Director of Operations of Air
Mobility Command at Scott Air Force
Base, IL. On this occasion, I believe it
is fitting to recognize General Richard-
son’s distinguished service and dedica-
tion to fostering the relationship be-
tween the U.S. Air Force and this
Chamber.

A C-130 weapons officer and navi-
gator by designation, General Richard-
son has led our Nation’s men and
women in combat, overseas, and at
home. He has led at every level with
highlights as an instructor navigator
at the C-130 Weapons Instructor
Course, the commander of the 447th Ex-
peditionary Operations Support Squad-
ron, leading joint and coalition airfield
operations at Baghdad International
Airport, Iraq, and the 87th Air Base
Wing commander at Joint Base
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst in New Jersey,
the Defense Department’s only
triservice joint base. The Air Force has
consistently relied upon General Rich-
ardson’s exceptional leadership and un-
paralleled work ethic.
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